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The College of St. Catherine

St. Paul, Minnesota

Department of Nursing

SYLLABUS

Course Number
NU401

Course Title

Nursing Management of Complex Patients in the Acute Care Setting

Credits

4 semester credits

Instructor

Mary Mackenburg, RN, CNP




Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing


Whitby Hall, J107
651-690-6944

mdmackenburg@stkate.edu
Office Hours:

Mondays, 1200-1500 and by appointment.

I.
Purpose


The purpose of this required, six-week nursing course is to provide the senior nursing student with opportunities to integrate all previously learned theory from nursing and other supporting courses to the clinical management of the complex patient in the acute care setting.  This course continues to build on the liberal arts background of the student and the values of a humanistic approach to the practice of professional nursing.
II.
Course Description

This clinical course involves application of the Roy Adaptation Model to persons and families as adaptive systems and involves synthesis of concepts and processes. The focus is on decision making in complex situations and stresses greater depth in therapeutic nurse/patient relationships.  A commitment exists to utilize professional standards set forth by the profession of nursing in planning and implementing the baccalaureate program.  The American Nurses Association (ANA) Standards of Clinical Practice and the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Essentials for Professional Nursing are integrated into course content.
Theory content enhances students’ knowledge of the American Nurses Association (ANA) Standards of Care when they learn to intervene with families and persons experiencing complex acute and chronic emotional and/or physiological conditions.  The ANA Standards of Professional Performance are presented in content such as “Research” and are integrated into clinical simulations like the “Acute Care Case Study”.

Clinical experiences require students to know and implement the ANA Standards of Care and Performance as well as the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Professional Practice Roles in acute care settings.  The AACN “Coordinator of Care” role is especially apparent in students’ role as a Care Manager.  

In addition, the Laws Relating to the Minnesota Board of Nursing and Rules Relating to the Minnesota Board of Nursing are utilized as guidelines. The College of Saint Catherine Department of Nursing is accountable to the Board of Nursing and to nursing students to provide an educational program that meets the established requirements.  Students must be evaluated for each of the nursing abilities articulated in sections 6301.1800 and 6301.1900, of the Rules Relating to the Minnesota Board of Nursing.  To pass this course, students must satisfactorily complete all Minnesota Board of Nursing Abilities assigned to this course.  Within the NU401 course, the following nursing abilities will be evaluated:


6301.1800   Subpart 3D  
Given a nursing care plan, establish a sequence of 






their own nursing actions   


 

Subpart 8
Evaluation of nursing actions 



6301.1900
Subpart 10A
Evaluate effectiveness of nursing care for a patient 




Subpart 10B
Modify the nursing care plan for a patient 


6301:2200   Evaluation of Combining Nursing Categories



Subpart 1
Evaluation requirement




Subpart 2
Preparation for evaluation





Subpart 3
Evidence of preparation




Subpart 4
evidence of evaluation of combining nursing abilities

Please refer to the student packet (purchased at CSC bookstore) for further information pertaining to evaluation of the nursing abilities specific to this course.

III.
Course Objectives


Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1)  Evaluate nursing research articles as a consumer of nursing research.

2)  Synthesize current nursing research findings to guide nursing interventions in the acute care setting.

3)  Design nursing interventions to be used in the acute care setting, using a holistic perspective.

4)  Differentiate professional nursing roles and meld relevant roles to address complex situations in the acute care setting.

5)  Analyze the ethical implications inherent in acute care clinical situations.

6)  Apply a framework for analyzing ethical issues in the acute care setting.

7)  Apply concepts in the Roy Adaptation Model to the process of care management of the patient in the acute care setting.

8)  Demonstrate logical reasoning to: 

a) design and implement appropriate care provider and care manager plans.


b) evaluate patient outcomes.


c) redesign plan of care for patients in the hospital. 

9)   Demonstrate clear professional verbal and written communication skills.

10) Demonstrate authenticity in interpersonal interactions and a trusting, culturally compatible nurse-patient relationship in the acute care setting.

11) Practice the art of caring as a nursing intervention, which supports patients in the acute care setting and improves patients’ health.

12) Demonstrate the ways in which nursing's concern for persons as total beings is a socially and culturally significant activity.

13) Integrate leadership strategies into the collaborative professional nursing practice roles in the acute care setting.

IV.
Requirements

Students are expected to participate in all course activities including laboratory experiences, face-to-face course presentations, clinical sessions, and online discussions.  Students are also expected to be prepared for these experiences by completing assigned readings and other course assignments prior to participation.

Teaching-Learning Strategies

Students are referred to the CSC Department of Nursing Student Handbook, Expectations of Instructor and Students Regarding the Teaching-Learning Process.

Teaching-Learning strategies utilized in NU401include: on-campus presentations and laboratory experiences, assigned/required electronic and/or textbook readings, audio-visual presentations, nursing process worksheets, nursing care of patients, online discussion, student presentations, student-instructor conferences, written assignments, written and practical examinations. 
Resources: Print Media
In addition to all textbooks from previous nursing courses, NU401 requires the following texts:


Bulechek, G. M., & McCloskey, J. C. (2001).  Nursing interventions: Effective 



nursing treatments (3rd ed.).  Philadelphia, PA:  W.B. Saunders.


CSC Printing. (2003). Minnesota Board of Nursing: Abilities and Predeterminations.


Fadiman, A. (1997). The spirit catches you and you fall down. New York:



Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Hitchcock,J. (2003). Community health nursing: Caring in action (2nd ed.). 



Albany, NY: Delmar.  
 

Loviondo-Wood, G., & Haber, J.  (2002). Nursing research: Methods, critical 


appraisal and utilization (5th ed.). St. Louis: Mosby.

Technologic Requirements

Recommended PC Hardware: Pentium Processor or equivalent, 64 MB Ram, 200 MB available hard disk space, CD-Rom Drive, 56.6 K Baud modem or better, multimedia capability.  See CSC IT Services for information about Macintosh equivalents.

Recommended PC Software: Windows 98, 2000, NT, or XP; Acrobat Reader, Netscape Navigator or Internet Explorer, Microsoft Word 98 or equivalent, email capability.

Note: The computer equipment in the library at the College of St. Catherine meets the above requirements and is available for students in online courses to use.

Clinical Requirements

This course provides an acute care clinical in a hospital setting.  Students have hospital clinical learning experiences in the area of medical-surgical nursing of children or adults.  Students apply the nursing process in these settings as they care for persons with alterations in health.  Students are involved in the care of infants and children, or adult patients. Specific information pertinent to the various hospital settings will be presented at the orientation to hospital learning experiences scheduled on your first day of clinical.  Information related to CTW expectations will be presented during the Acute Care Case Study Seminar and at your clinical orientation.

Attendance and Online Courseroom Participation

· Attendance at all face-to-face course activities as well as clinical is required.

Students are referred to the CSC Department of Nursing Student Handbook section on Attendance.  The most significant learning activity is the attendance at and active participation in all class sessions.  Being accountable for the knowledge presented in class is an important aspect of professional nursing practice.  Therefore, attendance will be taken at all classes.  Excessive absences will be handled on an individual basis.  Whenever a student must be absent from a scheduled course activity, it is expected that they will call and notify the instructor/responsible agency staff prior to class/clinical.

· Online Courseroom

Students are expected to log into the course website using Blackboard at least three times per week.

Posting Schedule: Your clinical journal assignments must be posted within 48 hours of the completion of clinical.  Initial responses to the non-clinical discussion questions must be started by Wednesday at 12:00 noon and completed by Friday at 5:00 pm.  Each unit will close on Friday at 5:00 pm.  Any posts after that time will be identified as late and not given course credit.

Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on their work in the following areas: theory, course paper, online learning activities, and clinical performance.  Students must achieve a passing grade of at least C- in each area with an overall course grade of C- to maintain progression in the nursing program.  See Nursing 401 Grading Rubrics for specific information.  Grades will be distributed as follows:


94-100 A


90-93
A-


87-89
B+


83-86
B


80-82
B-


77-79
C+


73-76
C


70-72
C-


>69
course failure

V.
College and Nursing Department Policies

Students are responsible for all learning activities and assignments of the course and are held accountable for all content presented in class or reading assignments as well as each of the following policies:.

A.
Academic Integrity

Please review  CSC LeGuide, Policy on Academic Integrity.

B.
Policies Related to the Clinical Experience

Students are referred to the CSC Department of Nursing Student Handbook.   Due to State of Minnesota legislation effective October 1995, students are required to complete background study forms.  Mantoux tests are also required each year (or more often, per clinical site).

C.
 Accommodations

It is College policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have documented disability conditions (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, or systematic) that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the disabilities staff in the O’Neill Center for Academic Development.  Your course instructor must be informed of the need for accommodations during the first week of class.

D.
 Exams

Students are expected to take the exam at the scheduled time.  The student is required to notify the instructor prior to exam time if it is necessary to miss the exam.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor to discuss the plan for a make-up exam. Documentation of event or illness may be required.  Make-up exams may take an alternative form, such as an essay or oral exam.  Failure to comply with this policy will result in forfeiture of exam points.  

E.  Communication
Clear and effective communication is vital to your success in the nursing program and this course as well as the profession of nursing.  The student may leave a message at anytime day or night on the instructor's cell phone (612-702-9851)) or email.  Every attempt will be made to respond to student messages within 24 hours.  It is the student's responsibility to contact the instructor in advance with concerns related to course expectations, due dates, clinical experiences or other concerns.  Contacting the instructor after the fact will result in a loss of points or could result in a course failure.

The course instructor  may need to contact individual students from time to time.  The primary method of communication will be email.  It is the responsibility of the student to email their preferred address to the instructor at least 24 hours before their first clinical experience. This email should also include the student's preferred phone number(s).

Students can also communicate with the instructor through "Ask M" section of Blackboard.  Students may also use the "Nurse's Lounge" section of Blackboard to communicate with each other.  This section can be used for posting non-course related information including fun or social topics.  Posts to this area cannot be made anonymously the the instructor reserves the right to remove any post to the discussion board that is determined to be offensive, vulgar, distasteful, or otherwise inappropriate.  Students authoring such posts will be disciplined accordingly.  Students may wish to review proper internet communication before beginning class.

F.
Clinical Dress Code

Students are referred to the CSC Department of Nursing Student Handbook, Uniforms.  Specific guidelines for certain clinical settings will be given at the clinical orientation. 

Nursing 401
Course Outline – Fall, 2003

	Unit
	Topic Outline
	On-Campus Activities
	Clinical Activities

	Unit 1


	Course Introduction:

· Syllabus

· Skills Review Laboratory Assignment

· Course Paper Assignment
	9/3/03, 0800-1200

Presentation: Whitby Hall , Room 121


	none

	Unit 2


	Acute Care Nursing: Application of the Critical Thinking Process to Patient Care
	9/4 & 9/5, 0800-1200

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121

9/4 & 9/5, 1300-1500

Skill Practice Sessions 

Nursing Lab


	none

	Unit 3


	Pediatric Nursing: Care of Infants and Children.
	9/8, 0815-1130

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121


	Clinical Week 1

9/10/03,  0700-1500

Your instructor will meet you in the lobby at Children's Hospital in St. Paul.  You will be given orientation to the site followed by an observation experience with a station 4200 staff nurse. *Wear your uniform and bring "Clinical Orientation Packet."

	Unit 4
	Research in Nursing Practice
	9/15, 0815-1130

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121
	Clinical Week 2

9/16, after 1600

Go to "Clinical Assignment" section of online courseroom to obtain your assignment.  Complete written pre-clinical assignment as previously directed.

9/17, 0700-1500

Clinical  Experience

Station 4200

	Unit 5
	Ethics 
	9/22, 0815-1130

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121
	Clinical Week 3

9/23, after 1600

Go to "Clinical Assignment" section of online courseroom to obtain your assignment.  Complete written pre-clinical assignment as previously directed.

9/24, 0700-1500

Clinical  Experience

Station 4200

	Unit 6
	The Impact of Spirituality and Culture on Healthcare 
	9/29, 0815-1130

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121


	Clinical Week 4

9/30, after 1600

Go to "Clinical Assignment" section of online courseroom to obtain your assignment.  Complete written pre-clinical assignment as previously directed.

10/1, 0700-1500

Clinical  Experience

Station 4200

	Unit 7
	Complementary Therapies
	10/6, 0815-1130

Presentation: Whitby Hall, Room 121


	Clinical Week 5

10/7, after 1600

Go to "Clinical Assignment" section of online courseroom to obtain your assignment.  Complete written pre-clinical assignment as previously directed.

10/8, 0700-1500

Clinical  Experience

Station 4200

	Unit 8
	Theory Examination and Evaluation


	10/13, 0815-1130

Written Examination Whitby Hall, Room 121


	none


Nursing 401

Unit Assignments – Fall 2003

Unit 1: Course Paper

Objectives:

1) Demonstrate the ability to analyze the ideas presented in the professional nursing literature.

2) Apply knowledge gained through the analysis of the professional literature to decisions regarding implementation of an independent nursing intervention.

3) Demonstrate the ability to use electronic database to conduct a literature search.

4) Produce a professional paper that reflects organization and clarity using correct grammar to present thoughts and ideas of yourself and others.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Lobiondo-Wood & Haber, Chapter 1-2.
	EMAIL instructor from primary email account.  Include preferred phone numbers.




Unit 2: Acute Care Nursing

Application of the Critical Thinking Process to Patient Care

Objectives:

1) Analyze patient behaviors and influencing stimuli to determine priority nursing concerns for the patient who has experienced extensive burns.

2) Differentiate between the nursing roles of care provider and care manager.
3) Explore ways in which aesthetic experiences can be integrated into the plan of care to enhance the patient's quality of life.
4) Apply principles of critical and creative thinking to clinical practice.
	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Keuhn, C. (1994). Management of a self-immolation victim: A nursing challenge in burn care.  Case Studies in Critical Care, 6(4), 863-870.

Black's Medical-Surgical Nursing, Chapter 50

Review units on respiratory system, shock, and fluid & electrolytes from NU327 & 328 notes.

Clinical Orientation Packet
	1) Post a brief introduction of yourself to your peers.  

2) Identify three specific learning goals you have for the theory portion of this course.  Identify three specific learning goals you have for the clinical portion of this course.  

· Identify the assets you bring to this course that will assist you in meeting your goals.

· Identify resources that you will need from your instructor and learner peers to assist you in meeting your goals.

· Respond to the posts of at least two of your peers.




Unit 3: Pediatric Nursing

Care of the Hospitalized Infant and Child

Objectives:

1) Identify the most frequent causes of morbidity and mortality in the pediatric population.

2) Describe nursing interventions aimed at decreasing morbidity and mortality for the pediatric population.
3) Identify key differences between physical assessment findings in the pediatric population vs. the adult.
4) Describe the most frequent illnesses for each body system seen in the pediatric patient.
5) Discuss methods of pain assessment and management in the pediatric population.
6) Describe the role of play in the development of children.
	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Whaley and Wong: Nursing Care of Infants and Children.

Read: Chapters 1-2, 26

Review: Chapter 7

Case Study found in Blackboard: "Care of a Preschool Child with Pneumonia."
	1) Post your responses to the following questions:

· What types of data will you need to collect in order to provide effective nursing care to this child?

· Identify the most important physiological and psychological need for the child in this case. Use your course readings to provide a theoretical basis for your response.

· Respond to the posts of at least two of your peers.

2)  Post your thesis statement for your course paper.  Respond to at least 2 of your peers about their topics.

3) Clinical Journal Assignment 1: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment.

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  How might you better prepare yourself for next week?

· Compare and contrast the physical environment of the children's hospital to an adult setting you have experienced before.

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.


Unit 4: Research in Nursing

Objectives:

1) Examine the history of nursing research.

2) Compare and contrast quantitative and qualitative research designs.

3) Describe the components of a research critique.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	LoBiondo-Wood & Haber: Chapters 1-4, 6, 9,19

Research Critique Template
	1) Using CINHAL, find a nursing research article of interest to you.  Read the article and complete a research critique using the template from the courseroom.

· Post your research critique in the courseroom.  Be sure to cite your article in APA format.

· Respond to the research critiques of at least two of your peers.

2) Form a dyad with another learner in the class.  Post the draft of your course paper.  Read your partner's paper, supplying her with constructive feedback for her final copy.

3) Clinical Journal Assignment 2: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment.

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  How might you better prepare yourself for next week?

· Identify ways in which nursing has contributed to the research and body of knowledge about your patient's particular health problem.

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.


Unit 5: Ethics in Nursing

Objectives:

1) Describe the components of the MORAL model.  

2) Demonstrate the use of the MORAL model in making a decision about an ethical dilemma.

3) Based on your understanding of ethical and cultural perspectives, argue a selected ethical dilemma.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Crisham, P. (1995). MORAL: How can I do what's right? Nursing Management, 16(3).

Hitchcock: Chapter 8

Structured Controversy Case Studies
	1) Working in a group of three, select one of the case studies.  Two members of the group will present argues both pro and con in response to the case. Cite (in APA format) sources from the library or the internet to strengthen your argument.   The third member of the group is responsible for making the ultimate decision ultizing the MORAL model.  Cite (in APA format) the sources from the library or the internet you used in making your decision.

· Describe the role you played in the exercise (pro, con, decision-maker).  What was the most difficult part of this role for you?

· Respond to a case study chosen by another group.

2) Clinical Journal Assignment 3: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment.

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  How might you better prepare yourself for next week?

· Describe an ethical dilemma that your patient was involved in or that you have observed in the clinical setting.  Do you agree or disagree with the decision that was made?  Why or why not?

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.


Unit 6: The Impact of Spirituality and Culture on Healthcare 

Objectives:

1) Identify the ways that one's cultural and spiritual beliefs influence their healthcare decisions.

2)   Compare and contrast one cultural perspective with your own.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Fadiman: Read entire book.
	1) Describe the family identified in the book.  Outline their primary cultural and spiritual beliefs.  How did these beliefs affect the physical care and ultimate quality of life their daughter had?  

· Respond to the posts of at least two of your peers.

2) Clinical Journal 4: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment.

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  How might you better prepare yourself for next week?

· Describe the role of culture and spirituality for your patient.  

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.

3) Send your final course paper to your instructor by 12:00 noon on Friday.  Post a copy of your paper (as an attachment) in the courseroom.


Unit 7: Complimentary Therapies

Objectives:

1) Compare and contrast selected therapies, their theoretical foundations and the      populations and problems for which specific therapies can be used.

2)   Describe the scope of complimentary therapies and the nurse's role in offering and implementing them.

3)   Examine the ethical and regulatory issues related to the use of complementary therapies.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	Maley M. (1997). Nurse complementary therapists: a return to healing.  Caring. 16(10):48-50.

Quinn JF (1999). Nursing, complementary therapies and the emerging healthcare system. Creative Nursing. 5(3):12-13.

Silva MC. (2002). Ludwick R. Ethical issues in complementary/alternative therapies. Online Journal of Issues in Nursing. 7(1). 
	1) Choose one of the complementary therapies discussed in the readings.  Prepare a referenced definition and discussion of the therapy and its use.  Compare and contrast its use with two different populations.

· Respond to the posts of at least two of your peers.

2) Clinical Journal 5: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment.

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  How might you better prepare yourself for next week?

· How might have the complementary therapy you selected above be used to optimize the health of your patient this week?

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.


Unit 8: Evaluation

Objectives:

1) Demonstrate the ability to use reflection in evaluating personal work, achievements and goals.

2) Identify goals that will enhance your future practice in professional nursing.

	Reading Assignment
	Written Assignment

	
	1) Final Clinical Journal Assignment: Post your responses to the following questions.

· Describe your patient assignment this week

· What types of nursing care did you provide to this patient?

· What activities are you particularly proud of this week?  

· Respond to the journal entries of at least two of your peers.

2) Review your clinical journals for each week.  Outline the areas in which you feel you demonstrated the greatest growth.  Outline the areas in which you feel additional growth is necessary.

· Develop a plan for meeting your continued educational goals in your next clinical course.

· Respond to the posts of at least two of your peers.


Nursing 401

Grading Rubric

There is a total of 500 points available for this course.  The instructor will determine the student's grade for theory content, course paper, and online assignments and participation.  Instructor observations and student reflections/self-evaluation will determine the grade for clinical performance.  Points are allocated as follows:


Theory Content 



20%/100 points


Course Paper




20%/100 points


Online Assignments and Participation 
30%/150 points


Clinical Performance



30%/150 points  






TOTAL
100%/500 points

	
	Superior
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Theory Content
	Attends all on-campus presentations, prepares for class by completing readings and other assignments.  Score ≥90 points on theory exam.
	Attends most on-campus presentations, completes most of readings and other class assignments.  Score ≤80 on theory exam.
	Misses a significant number of on-campus presentations, is poorly prepared. Scores <79 points on theory exam.

	Course Paper
	Course paper is well developed, contains original thoughts and conclusion and is based on understanding and integration of research and other background readings; is word-processed in APA format with occasional spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Course paper is adequately developed, contains some evidence of original thought, based on some understanding and integration of research and other background information; is word-processed in APA format with spelling and/or grammatical errors.


	Course paper lacks cohesive development and evidence of original thought, demonstrates little understanding and integration of research and other background information; is word-processes in APA format with numerous spelling and/or grammatical errors.



	Online Assignments and Participation
	Posts are substantive, referenced, and presented on time.  Responses to peers are thoughtful, logical, and demonstrate integration of thoughts.
	Posts are adequate, occasionally referenced appropriately, and occasionally on time. Responses to peers lack thought, logic and/or integration of thoughts.
	Posts lack adequate thought and references.  Posts are missing or late.  Responses to peers lack any evidence of original thoughts or integration.

	Clinical Performance
	Arrives on time and is consistently well prepared for clinical experiences. Delivers safe, quality, holistic nursing care based on understanding and integration of nursing theory and knowledge.
	Arrives on time and is usually well prepared for clinical experiences.  Delivers safe nursing care demonstrating some understanding of nursing theory and knowledge.
	Is late for and/or misses clinical experiences.  Level of preparation variable.  Does not consistently delivers safe nursing care.  Cannot demonstrate the use of nursing theory and knowledge in the clinical setting.


Guidelines for Online Assignments and Participation

Purpose

Collaboration and discussion are important aspects of professional nursing practice as well as being excellent learning activities.  Each week you are required to participate in online discussions and presentations.  Each of the discussions will focus on the theory content presented that week in addition to your reflections following your weekly clinical experiences.  These discussions will enable you to demonstrate your competence with the weekly theory material as well as your ability to reflect on your personal nursing practice and use of critical thinking skills in providing patient care.

Student Expectations in the Online Courseroom

Students are expected to actively participate in the online courseroom.  This means that you must log in regularly (at least three times per week) post your assignments by due dates, respond to the postings of your peers, and read all of the posts from the instructor as well as all of those directed to you.  The following is offered as a guideline for courseroom participation:

	
	Superior
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Journal Assignments
	Minimum length of 350-500 words, reflects honest thought and self-evaluation; is clear, concise and easy to understand.
	Minimum length 200-350 words, some evidence of honest thought and self-evaluation; adequately written but may be difficult to understand.
	Minimum length less than 200 words, lacks evidence of honest thought and self-evaluation, poorly written and difficult to understand.

	Discussion Questions Responses
	Minimum length of 150-250 words, substantive and related to unit theory and readings, reflects original thought and integration; is clear, concise and easy to understand.
	Minimum length 50-150 words, makes some reference to unit theory and readings, some evidence of original thought and integration; adequately written but may be difficult to understand.
	Responses less than 50 words, no reference to unit theory and readings, lacks evidence of original though and integration; poorly written and difficult to understand.

	Responses to Peers
	Substantively related to unit theory and readings, is thought provoking, reflective, and challenging; is clear, concise and easy to understand.
	Some relationship to unit theory and readings, may be thought provoking, reflective, or challenging; adequately written but may be difficult to understand.
	Lacks reference to unit theory and readings, is not thought provoking, reflective, or challenging; poorly written and difficult to understand.


Instructor Participation in the Online Courseroom

It is the responsibility of the instructor to keep the courseroom discussion focused and productive.  The instructor will post the questions at the beginning of each week and will read student posts on a regular basis throughout the week.  While the instructor will post responses to some student posts, there will not be responses to every student post.
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